WAC Tournament begins today

Previews of both the men’s and women’s tournaments in Reno • SPORTS Pg. 5-6
Follow coverage of the games at theSpartanDaily.com •
First game tonight - Women’s basketball, SJSU vs. Hawaii at 5 p.m.
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LA immigrant smuggler
gets six and a half
years in prison
LOS ANGELES — A federal
judge on Monday
gave a 6½-year prison
sentence to a Guatemalan
national who helped run a
Los Angeles-based ring that
smuggled more than 9,000
illegal immigrants through
the U.S. over four years.
Francisco AndresFrancisco, 40, was
arrested 14 months ago in
Ross, Penn., as he drove
a van loaded with nine
alleged illegal immigrants
along Interstate 80.
The Guatemalan citizen
pleaded guilty in November
to conspiracy to harbor,
conceal and transport illegal
aliens. A dozen people
were indicted and AndresFrancisco is the sixth to
plead guilty. Six others are
at large.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE

Moving Forward
After a car accident paralyzed her, student
Brenda Almaraz doesn’t let it stop her
See FEATURES, Page 4

- Associated Press

INTERNATIONAL
Rocket attack on
British base in Iraq
kills one
LONDON — Britain’s Ministry
of Defense says a rocket
attack on the British base
at Basra Airport in southern
Iraq has killed one person.
The ministry spokesman
would only identify the
fatality as a “foreign
civilian” and say that
the British military is
investigating Monday’s
attack.
- Associated Press
North Korea reopens
hot line to allow border
crossings
SEOUL, South Korea —
North Korea agreed
Tuesday to allow South
Koreans working in a joint
industrial zone in North
Korea to cross the border
after Pyongyang’s move
to cut the last military hot
line to Seoul left hundreds
stranded overnight, officials
said.
North Korea put its troops
on alert and cut the hot line
Monday as the American
and South Korean militaries
began joint maneuvers. The
communist regime warned
that even the slightest
provocation could trigger
war during the 12-day drills.
- Associated Press
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After a long day at school, Brenda Almaraz heads home after stopping for some raviolis at Sbarros’ Italian Eatery.
Almaraz is an advertising major and is taking 12 units this semester.
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Downtown businesses
make way for chain stores
HOLLY SZKOROPAD
Staff Writer

Several franchises have crept
into the downtown area within
the last year, leaving some locals
holding their breath on how the
chains might affect local businesses.
The Naglee Park Garage sits to
the east of downtown, straddling
the border between the city and
the Naglee Park neighborhood on
San Carlos and 11th Street.
To co-owner Louis Silva,
restaurant chains, not fast food
franchises, could be the key to
increasing the number of people
who come downtown.
“For the development of
downtown, right now, we need
to have some chains,” Silva said.
“Because that’s the only way the
little mom and pops are going to
be able to survive.”
Popeye’s Chicken and Biscuits,
Baja Fresh and soon-to-come
Carl’s Jr. are some of the fast food
chains to enter the area. Until
last year, the downtown area was
mostly absent of franchises.
Silva said the drawback to the
expansion is that rents may increase, but it will likely draw more
people to the area.
Sports Blog:
www.spartandailysports.wordpress.com
Photo Blog:
www.spartandailyphoto.wordpress.com
News Blog:
www.spartandailynews.wordpress.com
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“If there’s more foot traffic,
there’s more business,” he said.
“And that’s a positive.”
Josh Blumenfeld, an undeclared sophomore, is torn on
the issue, but said he thinks that
chains wouldn’t move into downtown unless they had customers.
He said that both commercial
and small businesses could have a
home downtown.
“I think they’re both important,” Blumenfeld said.
“In a purely economical sense,
I guess they deserve to be where
they are,” he said.
Jimmy Orozco, owner of Iguanas located on Third Street, said
that chains take away from the
downtown area’s character, but
may have a market in the area.
“I’m not totally opposed to it,
but it is always sad to see a place
that’s been there for a while close
down,” Orozco said. “Just as long
as people are eating there, I guess
it’s cool.”
A Safeway is also scheduled to
open its doors in the mid to late
summer beneath The 88, a new
residential high-rise on San Fernando and Third streets, according to its Web site.

See CHAIN, page 2

Will you be its friend?
SJSU joins social networking sites
MERRIL GUZMAN
Staff Writer

SJSU has joined millions of
people around the world who
use social networking sites with
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn
accounts.
The division of University
Advancement maintains SJSU’s
pages on the three social networking sites, said Pat Lopes
Harris, director of media relations for SJSU.

“All three of those places are
popular with people that we
want to reach,” Harris said.
“It’s a great means of communication, and it’s a lot of fun, so
we wanted to connect with people where they already are.”
SJSU has accumulated more
than 130 fans on Facebook, and
the number of fans on the university’s page is growing every day.
Washington Square, the university’s magazine, also has a
Facebook page, as does SJSU’s
Career Center.

Stephanie Carnahan, a junior sociology major, said she
doesn’t think she’ll be adding
SJSU as a friend on Facebook
anytime soon.
“I don’t think I would want
to add San Jose State to my
Facebook,” Carnahan said. “I
don’t really think that students
should mix their personal lives
with school, and by connecting
with San Jose State on any of

See CONNECT, page 2

Author of book about Iran speaks at library
ELIZABETH KANG
Staff Writer

In June of 2005, journalist
Reese Erlich and actor Sean
Penn went for a walk in an Iranian bazaar in Tehran. Arriving
unannounced, their purpose
was to talk to ordinary citizens,
not high-ranking officials or
members of the media.
Sean Penn, on an assignment
for the San Francisco Chronicle, was eventually identified

by the people there. The whole
place was soon buzzing with his
name. Erlich said it was the first
time a Hollywood actor visited
Iran since 1959.
“It made getting interviews
very easy,” he said. “The people
of Iran are extremely friendly
towards Americans, and very
outspoken.”
Elrich’s experience in Iran
and knowledge of Middle Eastern affairs helped him in writing his third book, “The Iran
Agenda: The Real Story of the

U.S. Policy and the Middle East
Crisis,” which he discussed in
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library Thursday.
Talking to the ordinary
people of Iran is one way Erlich
sought the truth about Iranian
politics and what the country’s
people thought about the U.S.
“It’s nice to hear from a journalist who actually goes there
and can tell you what is going

See IRAN, page 3
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Audio Slideshow: Listen
to the stories and the
experiences of a disabled
SJSU student.

Check out a new weekly
blog about horse racing.

See a new photo from
‘Around Downtown’.

Spartan Daily staff
predicts the outcome of
the men’s and women’s
basketball tournaments.
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Today

Bruce Moyer
“The Soldier’s Tale” by Stravinksy.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music
Building Concert Hall. Contact
924-4673 for more information.

Gallery Opening
For students in the School of Art
and Design. 6 to 7:30 p.m. at
each gallery in the Art Building and the Industrial Studies
building. Contact Ace Antazo at
SJSU_Galleries@yahoo.com

Spartan Smart Cart
Fresh fruit and veggies.
10:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Clark Hall,
rain or shine. Contact Luisa Garrett at luisa@postalmodern.com

Spartapalooza
Wellness Festival

Continued from page 1
those social sites is like breaking
the barrier between personal and
school life.”
Some students find it helpful
to be connected to the university on networking sites. On these
sites, they can receive information
that they might not know about
otherwise.
Krystal Byard, an undeclared
freshman, said she thinks it is a
good idea for San Jose to take the
next step to stay current in a social
networking world.
“They could give us more information on events and so it’d be
easier to find out what’s going on,

rather than relying on other students,” she said.
“I didn’t know about it before,
but I’m sure if word got out it’d
be a lot more successful,” Byard
added.
Twitter is a site where people
can post updates that are limited
to 140 characters. According to its
Web site, Twitter’s “simplicity has
played an important role in (its)
success. People are eager to connect with other people and Twitter makes that simple.”
SJSU’s Twitter account features news updates and links
about campus activities and
sports, and reminders for upcoming events.
According to LinkedIn’s Web
site, users can post resumes and

connect with others in the professional world. The official San Jose
State University group already has
more than 5,500 members.
Before joining the social networking sites, the university’s office of advancement had to decide
how it could use limited resources
to reach people, Harris said.
The Division of University Advancement oversees alumni relations, development, events, public affairs, the Tower Foundation,
advancement operations and the
office of the vice president.
The three social networks
were chosen because they have
the ability to reach people and
provide information to them that
they might not be able to easily
access otherwise, Harris said.
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CHAIN Safeway
coming to downtown

Featuring interactive booths,
workshops, food and giveaways.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Barrett
Ballroom and Art Quad.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Continued from page 1

Patricia Isasa
A lecture titled “The Case Against
the Torturers.” 7 p.m. in the
Engineering auditorium.
Contact Gil at 482-0371.

Pride of the Pacific
Islands
General meeting. 5:30 to
7 p.m. in the Ohlone Room at the
Student Union. Contact Kristin
Tom at ppi_sjsu@yahoo.com

Tuesday Night
Lecture Series
Patricia Moore discusses “Design
for a New Global Economy: A Top
10 List for Success.”
5 p.m. in the Art building, Room
133. Contact Ace Antazo at
SJSU_Galleries@yahoo.com

11 Tomorrow
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship hosts
a weekly study. 7 p.m. in the
Pacifica Room at the Student
Union. Contact Justin Foon at
jfoon1@yahoo.com

44 Years to the
44th President
Celebrate the opening day of an
exhibit featuring photography of
SJSU journalism students taken
during their inauguration trip.
5 to 7 p.m. in the King Library.

Meditation Group
5 p.m. in the King Library.
Contact Harrison at
hhaarrrriissoonn@gmail.com

Movie Night
“007: Quantum of Solace.”
8:30 p.m. at Campus Village
Quad.

Symphony
Orchestra Concert
The university orchestra presents
two new works by student composers. 7:30 p.m. in the Music
Building. Contact Beeri Moalem
at beerimoalem@gmail.com

Young and in
Politics
A panel discussion with local politicians. 5 p.m. in the Costanoan
Room of the Student Union.
Contact Erica at
emarie148@inbox.com

Zen Buddhism Club
Becoming aware of obsession.
3:30 p.m. in the Costanoan Room
at the Student Union. Contact
Justin at 677-8681 or
jstnjc@gmail.com
Sparta Guide is provided free of charge
to students, faculty and staff members.
The deadline for entries is noon, three
working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may
require editing of submission. Entries
are printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online at
thespartandaily.com or in writing at
DBH 209.

Professor Frank Sumares directs the SJSU jazz combo during a
practice session on Wednesday night.

3 teens missing after accident
Associated Press

OROVILLE — Three Sacramento-area teens remain missing
after their SUV was pulled from
the Feather River north of Sacramento last week.
The teenagers left for an overnight trip to the river on Wednesday. Their sport utility vehicle
was discovered in the water the
next day.
They have been identified

by relatives and authorities as
17-year-old Aleksandr Kaplinsky, 16-year-old Bohdan Lytvynyuk and 18-year-old Roman
Pristupa.
Sutter County sheriff ’s deputies and volunteers have been
combing a six-mile stretch of
the river looking for evidence.
Sgt. Greg Zembiec said a boat
patrol will continue the search
for two weeks.
The search area is about 25
miles north of Sacramento.

Bailouts for big banks may not
be best policy, GOP says
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Leading
Senate Republicans are critical
of the Obama administration’s
approach to the banking crisis,
saying some of the big banks in
trouble ought to be shut down.
“Close them down, get them
out of business. If they’re dead,
they ought to be buried,” Sen.
Richard Shelby, R-Ala., said Sunday on ABC’s “This Week.” ‘’We
bury the small banks; we’ve got
to bury some big ones and send
a strong message to the market.
And I believe that people will
start investing in banks.”
The faltering giant Citibank
— the government recently increased its stake in the New York
bank to more than 30 percent
— has always been “a problem
child,” Shelby said.
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.,
said administration officials have
erred in not dealing more specifically — and harshly — with
banks and the lending crisis.
“I don’t think they’ve made
the tough decisions. Some of
these banks have to fail,” McCain
said on “Fox News Sunday.”

The White House’s top budget official asked for patience as
the 6-week-old administration
looks for solutions to the worldwide economic meltdown.
“Well, I think fundamentally, the economy is weak,”
Peter Orszag, President Barack
Obama’s budget director, said
on CBS’ “Face the Nation.” ‘’Job
losses began in January of 2008.
The stock market started declining October 2007. This has been,
you know, eight years in the making, and again, it’s going to take
some time to work our way out
of it.”
Obama, meanwhile, has chosen three more people to join the
senior ranks of the Treasury Department.
The White House on Sunday
said Obama is nominating David
S. Cohen to be assistant secretary
in dealing with terrorist financing; Alan B. Krueger for assistant
secretary for economic policy;
and Kim N. Wallace as assistant
secretary for legislative affairs.
Each nominee is already serving as a counselor to Treasury
Secretary Timothy Geithner. All
three are now subject to Senate
confirmation.

MICHELLE TERRIS / Spartan Daily

The grocery chain will
be a half block from locally
owned Zanotto’s, a specialty
grocery store that has already
scaled down its store size after
experiencing economic woes
in 2003.
Troy Tibbils, co-owner of
Zanotto’s, did not return phone
calls requesting an interview.
Blumenfeld said that he
hopes Zanotto’s won’t be affected by Safeway, but in the end, it’s
a competition.
“Obviously, I feel bad for
Zanotto’s,” he said. “The fact
that they’re going to have competition so close. But I think if
they were smarter, it would force
them to reallocate.”

Louis Silva said he thinks
Safeway will attract more people
to the area.
“I think that’s great, because I
think it’s going to allow diversity
to happen downtown, which we
need,” he said.
Alondra Majin, an undeclared freshman, said the Safeway will give students a cheaper
place to buy food.
“I go to Safeway, so for the
customer, it’s good,” she said.
“But for the local businesses, it’s
really bad, because they’re obviously competing with the larger
businesses.”
Orozco gave a simple reason
chains may not be a threat to
downtown businesses.
“If there’s people willing to
eat there, then go for it,” Orozco said. “If there’s no demand,
they’ll just disappear.”
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Wellness festival encourages students to get fit at Student Union
Spartapalooza event
intended to ‘shift culture
on campus’
JESSICA AYALA
Staff Writer

Grab those dancing or running shoes and get ready for the
Spartapalooza Wellness Festival
today at the Student Union in
the Barrett Ballroom from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.
“The whole concept behind
this was to create something that
would help foster and promote
wellness on campus and really
shift a culture on campus toward
a culture of wellness,” said Laurie

Morgan, assistant director for
campus wellness.
There will be 50 booths, eight
workshops, food and giveaways
that will allow participants the
opportunity to join in physical
activities and become aware of
the eight dimensions of wellness,
which are physical, intellectual,
social, spiritual, environmental,
multicultural, occupational and
emotional, said Veronica Mendoza, an Educational Counselor
at SJSU.
Jennifer Thep, a senior marketing major, said Spartapalooza
is a good way to promote wellness to those students who live a
busy lifestyle.
“I think it’s a good thing just
because the students, some of

them are really busy and don’t
have time to actually work out
for their body,” she said.
Veronica Mendoza added that
this is the first year Spartapalooza
is being held, but hopes to have it
as an annual event if it receives
positive feedback.
“I think the main purpose of
the event is just to get students to
be more educated about wellness
in general,” she said.
Some of the activities include
playing “Wii Fit,” playing “Rock
Band” on a big screen with three
other people, playing table tennis, learning how to Salsa dance
and doing yoga.
Other activities that don’t
require physical involvement
are identifying your strengths

and learning how to use them
to make you happy, successful
and well. Connecting with the
Career Center or Associated Student Rec Connect will show how
to balance work and life.
Veronica Mendoza said she
will also be at the counseling service booth, where students can
learn how stressed they really are
through a stress square that will
be placed on their hand. Mendoza added that the square will
change colors. The device gauges
one’s stress level by color.
“We’re going to give students
tips on stress — we know that’s a
huge deal and we also just want
students to know about counseling services and what we provide,” she said.

Students will also learn how
to eat healthy on a budget, how
to reduce their risk of heart disease and diabetes, how to practice safe sex and how to prevent
injuries.
For students interested in
learning how food can have an
effect on one’s mood, there will
be a workshop titled “Happiness and chocolate: Uncovering the link between food and
mood.”
A different workshop that explores the dangers of unhealthy
diets is “Lose 20-pounds in two
days: What you need to know
about fad diets and eating.”
Other workshops that could
be of interest are “Laughter yoga,”
“Use it or lose it: Aging and sexu-

ality” and “Belly dancing.”
For students who have bikes
and want maintenance instruction, Sports Basement, a sporting goods store in Santa Clara
and San Francisco, will be giving tips at Spartapalooza.
For those interested in learning how to ride a longboard, the
student organization Locomotion Longboarding will have
longboards so that students can
learn.
“I’m really interested in watching how the people who come —
that’s students, faculty and staff
— how they respond, how they
engage with the different booths
and perhaps even watch them get
out of their comfort zone a little
bit,” Morgan said.

IRAN Discussed lack of coverage as person opposed to the war in Iraq
Continued from page 1
on. I felt like he was pretty objective and very thorough,” said
Jay Aruta, a junior history major
who attended the talk.
“I thought it was very interesting, especially to get a non-biased
journalistic approach, because
the popular media doesn’t really
give you the full story of what is
going on,” he added.
Andrea Waldron, a senior
English major, said she also enjoyed the talk and said she thinks
the U.S. media coverage of the
Middle East is inadequate.
“It was really enlightening,”
she said. “I feel like in recent
years with the Bush administration I’ve become more interested in politics. I’m glad he gave
examples of where to get more
information, like the BBC, because during the war there wasn’t
enough information. That was a
big problem,” she said.
In his talk, Erlich, a former

political science lecturer at San
Francisco State University, discussed the lack of exposure he
had as a reporter who was critical
of the war in Iraq.
“Not only did you not hear
the truth from reporters, you
couldn’t even get on a talk show
and talk about an alternative
viewpoint. Anybody with our
viewpoint was simply frozen
out,” he said.
Erlich said he is now a freelance reporter — a position that
he said grants him more creative
control.
“As a freelancer, I have more
freedom to write accurately,” he
said. “What I like about it is I get
to write about anything I want,
anywhere in the world, as long
as I can find somebody to publish it.”
“You folks know me as a political writer, but I also write about
jazz, film and wine,” Elrich said.
“Now if I worked for The New
York Times, you have to pick one
of those; you can’t write about
jazz and politics in Tehran — no-

body does that. I do it.”
He said although the state of
journalism is in peril, he feels secure in his job at the moment.
“Journalism is in real upheaval right now,” he said. “It
was in upheaval prior to the
economic crisis and it has just
gotten worse. A lot of reporters
I know are laid off. Who would
have thought freelance journalism was a steady gig?”
“I encourage people who are
interested in journalism to pursue it and occasionally you even
get to tell the truth,” he joked.
After his talk, Erlich said he
would be selling his book for a
discounted price to students and
encouraged them to haggle just
as people do at a bazaar.
History student Aruta took
Erlich up on his offer.
“I’m looking forward to
reading the book,” he said. “It
was quite nice of him to make
the offer because I might not
have been able to afford it otherwise. I actually got it for 10
dollars, so it was great.”

MICHELLE GACHET / Spartan Daily
Journalist and author Reese Erlich (left) discusses his book with
Billal Asghar, a senior health science and global studies major, at the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library on Thursday.

President lifts ban on stem cell research
Exhibit displays history of
women’s rights in Silicon Valley
Associated Press

DANIELLE TORRALBA
Staff Writer

As you step off the elevator
on the fifth floor of the King Library, you are greeted with two
glass displays that are a part of
the Women and Social Movements in San Jose exhibit.
“The exhibit is in honor of celebrate Women’s History Month,”
said Danelle Moon, director or
SJSU Special Collections. “With
the exhibit, it is broader than
looking at just a specific gender
group; it’s more at looking at a
whole community.”
The exhibit’s collections reflect a timeline of important
events that touch specifically on
women in social movements in
San Jose from the late 19th century until now. Moon said the
exhibit took approximately six
weeks to put together.
Accompanying the exhibit
last Wednesday evening was
a discussion on the history of
women and social movements
in the U.S. with Patricia Hill,
associate professor and history
department chair, and Susanne
Wilson, former supervisor and
YWCA activist.
“I wanted to connect the
panel with the exhibit,” Moon
said. “I wanted to tie in a national perspective from Patricia
Hill with local experience from
Susanne Wilson.”
Hill said her history course
focuses on women throughout
U.S. history.
“Women’s work as agents
of social change, women as reformers, and women’s work to
eliminate sexism, racism, and

other forms of bias are themes
seen throughout my course,” she
said. “I was pleased to see photographs and documents covering the activities of workingclass women, black women and
lesbians, in addition to materials
documenting the white, middleclass women’s clubs that became
involved in reform efforts.
“The lives of women of
greater privilege who had more
leisure time are easier to document,” she added. “So it’s admi-

their communities and fight for
their own political rights.
Wilson discussed and shared
stories about how she has been
a part of San Jose’s social movement changes.
Hill described her as “a wonderful example of a pathbreaking
generation of female activists in
the 1970s, who changed urban
politics and made dramatic improvements in the quality of life
in San Jose.” During the lecture,
Wilson said she has been bat-

“I was pleased to see photographs and
documents covering the activities of
working-class women, black women,
and lesbians.”

PATRICIA HILL

associate professor and history dept. chair

rable that the exhibit’s organizers did the extra work to secure
materials on groups of women
often left out of traditional histories.”
Christy Pham, a senior forensic science major who is taking
History 188, History of Women
in the U.S., with Hill as one of
her upper-division general education courses, said that with
the exhibit and lecture, she got
to learn beyond the classroom.
“I enjoyed being able to see
what they are discussing and to
learn what was going on outside
the classroom. There is only so
much you can discuss in class,”
she said.
The discussion topics from
each panel member examined
the history of how women took
action in finding ways to benefit

tling for societal change for the
community. “I want to bust open
the system and level the playing
field for women, children and
minorities,” she said.
The exhibit will continue
through the end of March on
the fifth floor of the library.
Moon said that she hopes the
exhibit highlights to students
the types of resources that are in
special collections.
Hill said she hopes that students will take away a better
idea about women in the U.S.
who took part in the social
movement.
“San Jose is an example of
what has happened in our country. This exhibit helps to show
people’s mothers, sisters, aunts
and nieces who have done extraordinary things.”

The embryonic stem cell research debate is steeped with
religious arguments, with some
faith traditions convinced the research amounts to killing innocent life, others citing the moral
imperative to alleviate suffering,
and plenty of religious believers
caught somewhere in between.
President Barack Obama’s
order Monday opening the
door for federal taxpayer dollars
to fund expanded embryonic
stem cell research again brings

those often colliding interests
to the fore.
Cardinal Justin Rigali, chairman of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee
on Pro-Life Activities, called
Obama’s move “a sad victory of
politics over science and ethics.”
“This action is morally wrong
because it encourages the destruction of innocent human life,
treating vulnerable human beings as mere products to be harvested,” Rigali, the archbishop of
Philadelphia, said in a statement.
On the other side is the Rev.
Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite, a

5 injured in accident at market
Associated Press

BURLINGAME — Three
people have been released from
a hospital after suffering injuries
when a driver lost control of his
car at a Burlingame supermarket.
The driver, 58, of San Mateo,
told police that he hit the accelerator instead of the brake while
trying to park and drove onto
the pedestrian walkway in front
of the store late Sunday, said
Burlington Police Capt. Mike
Matteucci.

Three Girl Scouts and two
adults were struck. The girls
were selling cookies outside the
Mollie Stone’s grocery store.
Two of the girls, both 6, and
one of the adults, a 53-year-old
man, left Stanford Hospital late
Sunday.
The other adult, a 48-yearold woman, and her 6-year-old
daughter, remained hospitalized
in serious condition.
The driver has not been
charged and is cooperating with
investigators, Matteucci said.
The names of those involved
have not been released.

United Church of Christ minister and a professor at Chicago
Theological Seminary.
“There is an ethical imperative to relieve suffering and promote healing,” she said. “This
is good policy for a religiously
pluralistic society that cares
about human suffering and the
relief of human suffering.”
Obama alluded to religion
in announcing the changes,
saying, “As a person of faith, I
believe we are called to care for
each other and work to ease human suffering. I believe we have
been given the capacity and will
to pursue this research and the
humanity and conscience to do
so responsibly.”
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When push comes to shove

Student remains
undeterred by life
in a wheelchair
STEPHANIE VALLEJO
Staff Writer

I

t was the middle of the night,
Memorial Day, and 5-year-old
Brenda Almaraz was riding
back to Salinas from Los Angeles.
Her family had picked up her aunt
after she crossed the border illegally. The crowded car included
Almaraz’s parents, uncle, aunt and
her 1-year-old cousin.
They were 45 minutes from
their home in Salinas when her father noticed a driver on the opposite side of the road with his high
beams on.
Almaraz’s father flashed his
high beams to let the other driver
know to turn them down, but
the other driver didn’t notice. He
was drunk.
It was a head-on collision. Both
the drunk driver and Almaraz’s
aunt died on impact. Her father,
mother, uncle and cousin were injured, but they were able to walk
after the accident. Almaraz was
the only one who was paralyzed.
“I went under my mom’s seat,
the passenger seat,” said Almaraz,
a junior advertising major. “It fell
on top of me and it fell on my
back. The nerve in my spinal cord
got cut. It caused paralysis from
my chest down. It’s permanent.”

N

early 19 years after the
accident, Almaraz stays
positive about her disability and said she wants to be seen as
a student just like everybody else,
not someone to pity.
“Older people, they tell my
parents, ‘I feel bad for you that
you have a daughter like that,’
and my mom tells them there’s
nothing to feel bad about,” Almaraz said.
She said she and her family
have always been close, but the
accident made them closer and
brought some good into their
lives. Her father stopped drinking and she said that it has made
her the spoiled one in the family.
“They’ve always been there for
me when I need help, physically
and emotionally,” Almaraz said.
Getting a driver’s license was
one challenge she faced. She got
her license this past December
and has a minivan equipped for
her needs, and said she is a little
more independent now.

Brenda Almaraz heads to her class with her
DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
boyfriend, Jesse Lugo. They have been together for more than two years.

Brenda Almaraz passes through a crowd of students
on her way to class in Clark Hall on Monday.
Since she is paralyzed from
the chest down, the van was
built so she can use her hands
for all of the car’s functions.
“The gas pedal and the brake
pedal are attached to the steering wheel. I push down to accelerate and push back to brake,”
Almaraz said.
She said she thinks some of
her memories before the accident were lost afterward, but
she does recall a funny memory
of herself when she was able
to walk.
“When I was in preschool,
a kid was making a sand castle
and I walked by and stepped on
it,” Almaraz said.
Although she got in trouble at the time, she said she
thinks it’s funny that this is the
only vivid memory she has of
walking.
Simple tasks such as using
the bathroom or even exiting
a classroom require planning
ahead. She said she tries to leave
five minutes before class ends in
order to beat the crowd.

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily Brenda Almaraz sits in her 2004 Dodge Grand

A

lthough she has to make
certain arrangements at
school, she said most of
the people she has met at SJSU have
been helpful. Sometimes someone will ask if she would like help
being pushed. She gladly accepts
the offer.
“People have asked me if I need
help. I won’t say no. I say, ‘Yes,
please,’” Almaraz said. “I’ve had a
good experience with that.”
She said the hour-long drive
from Salinas to SJSU twice a week
is tiring for her, but she finds the
strength to push herself around
campus – which poses another
personal challenge.
At her community college in
Salinas, the campus was significantly smaller and the buildings
were closer together. Her first days
at SJSU were difficult because
she didn’t have someone to help
her choose classes that were near
each other.
“From one building to another
one, I get tired but I have no choice.
I have good upper arm strength,”
she said smiling, flexing her arms.

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily

Caravan. She received her license last December.

W

hen she’s not at SJSU,
Almaraz enjoys going to the movies
and driving to the beach in
Monterey.
Before, she said, “I would
get carried all the way to the
sand.” Now, “they have wheelchairs that have big wheels, so
I’m good. There’s a solution for
everything.”
One problem she might face
when she graduates is finding a
job that will accommodate her.
“It depends on them, if they
want to look over it,” she said.
“But I won’t give up. I’ll keep going until I find a job.”
Almaraz was accepted to Cal
State Los Angeles and will be
attending in the fall. She said
since Los Angeles, Chicago and
New York are the top places to
advertise, she will have the most
opportunities finding a job once
she gets her career started.
“I’ve never been negative,”
she said. “Even in the bad times,
I know I’ll get through it. That’s
been my attitude towards life.”

SJSU’s disability resources: workshops, counseling and more
STEPHANIE VALLEJO
Staff Writer

Brenda Almaraz, a junior
advertising major, is one of the
547 registered students at SJSU
with mobility impairments, according to the Disability Resource Center.
Soledad Rosas, president of
SJSU’s Disabled Students Association, said the club acts as a support group that “creates awareness
about disabilities.”
“I can tell you from my own
experience that it is twice as hard
to find a sense of belonging, and
many times, you need the motivation to go on,” Rosas wrote in an
e-mail. “(The Disabled Students
Association) tries to be that motivation, that resource, that guidance
and friend students need at SJSU.”
Rosas is planning to have a
workshop that teaches faculty how
disabilities affect students in and
out of the classroom.
“Having a workshop like this
is very important because many
of the conflicts students have with
teachers, or vice versa, are due to
misunderstandings and lack of information on this issue,” Rosas said.
“The workshop will also provide
faculty members with a list of resources so they can obtain further
information.”

The workshop is scheduled
for April 6 from 10:30 to 11:30
a.m. At the meeting, she will also
discuss what it takes for students
with disabilities to be able to fully
participate and engage in the university environment.
“I want people who won’t speak
out to know that there is someone
out there that has dealt with the
same issues,” said Rosas, a senior
broadcast journalism major. “Survival on campus is a challenge, and

classes, although sometimes it’s
impossible to avoid some of the
buildings on campus. She used
Moorhead Hall and Morris Dailey
Auditorium as examples: two old
buildings that aren’t fully made for
students with disabilities. Some of
the bathrooms are too narrow for
wheelchairs to fit, Rosas said.
“I’ve come to the understanding that all we can do is try to fix
it, and deal with it and hope that
bringing it to someone’s atten-

“Survival on campus is a challenge,
and it’s going to take effort and work
and willingness, but it’s doable.”
SOLEDAD ROSAS

President of SJSU’s Disabled Students Association

it’s going to take effort and work
and willingness, but it’s doable. If
I could do it with cerebral palsy,
other students that have a disability can also succeed on campus.”
Rosas, who also has a mobility
impairment, was born premature
at six-and-a-half months, which
she said may have caused her to
have cerebral palsy, a physical disorder where the brain cannot adequately control the body.
As the president of the Disabled Students Association, she
offers help to students with disabilities who need help picking

tion will do something about it,”
she said.
Marty Schulter, director of the
Disability Resource Center, said
there are 1,187 registered disabled
students at SJSU, a 94 percent
growth in registrants since fall
2003.
The categories of disability
include visual impairments, deaf
and hard of hearing, learning disabilities, mobility impairments
and functional disabilities, which
include “hidden” disabilities such
as HIV/AIDS or psychiatric disabilities, he said.

The Disability Resource Center has a total of five counselors
to aid more than 1,000 students
who need assistance. Schulter said
students with disabilities need
to make an appointment with a
counselor weeks before the start
of the semester, because there
aren’t enough counselors to assist
all the drop-ins at the beginning.
“If you let us know in advance,
we can do a better job providing
accommodations,” he said.
Keri Simmons, special assistant
to the Americans with Disabilities
Act compliance officer, said there
is an easy way for students to speak
up about inaccessibility they face
on campus.
There is a form students, faculty and staff can fill out on the
Americans with Disabilities Act
Compliance Office Web site, to
alert Facilities Operations and
Development about technical
barriers and physical inaccessibility around the campus.
“This is where students, staff,
faculty or SJSU community can
report any physical barriers on
campus,” Simmons said. “If a motion sensor door is not working,
if there’s something blocking access on a sidewalk or a pathway on
campus, we document it in our database and then work with Facilities Development and Operations
to fix those issues.”

“We
appr
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BASKETBALL

Senior forward made it out of Oakland, back to the Bay
SAMANTHA PATTERSON
Staff Writer

Born and raised in Oakland,
Tim Pierce would agree: There’s
no place like home.
Pierce stepped onto the basketball court as a Spartan during
his sophomore year after making
the decision to be closer to home
than he had been during the year
he spent playing basketball at
Arizona State.
Pierce was scouted while he
played for the Oakland Soldiers,
an Amateur Athletic Union team.
While playing for the Soldiers,
Pierce played in tournaments
and attended camps, in which
Arizona State gained interest in
Pierce.
Pierce’s father, who was heavily involved with his son’s future,
started communicating with
Arizona State, which was one of
the only colleges that met and
worked with his dad in person.
“What he wanted me to do
was to leave Oakland and play
Division I ball,” Pierce said.
“Most players don’t make it out
of Oakland, get a scholarship at
that, and play Division I in any
sport. He wanted to keep me focused in getting out of Oakland
and getting a scholarship to help
my life out.”
Growing up, Pierce spent his
days at the Rainbow Recreation
Center, where he and his friends
played basketball.
“I’ve known Tim since I was
about in sixth grade — he played
on my dad’s basketball team,” said
sophomore teammate Lance Olivier. “His dad and my dad were
close friends.”
Pierce also spent a lot of his
time at high school games that
his father took him to when he
was a child.
“It got me wanting to play basketball. We were always watching

Senior Tim Pierce shoots during a
practice at the Event Center.
Fremont High basketball games,”
Pierce said. “I was really into high
school basketball games because
of the atmosphere. They get really into the games.”
Pierce’s father, who often took
him to the gym to keep him out
of trouble, would make him practice shooting when he got home
from work.
“He taught me how to shoot,
but when he played basketball
he was a big man — he couldn’t
shoot,” Pierce said jokingly. “It was
funny that he taught me how to
shoot and I became a shooter, because he wasn’t a shooter when he
played.”
Pierce, who said his main interest was football when he was
younger, had a slow beginning to
the start of his basketball career.
“I didn’t grow until the summer after my eighth-grade year, so

RYAN KALEM / Spartan Daily

I was sort of like short and stocky.
I still played basketball, but my
main focus was football,” Pierce
said. “Going into high school, I
went from five-foot-eight to sixfoot-four, so then basketball really started to take off. I got skinny
and football players were too big,
so I made the transition over to
basketball slowly.”
He spent the first three years of
his high school career at Fremont
High School. Senior year, he transferred to Hercules High School
while playing for the Soldiers.
Although Arizona State was
farther away from his family than
he wanted to be, Pierce made the
decision to take the opportunity
to play for it. While appearing
in 21 games during the 2004-05
season as a reserve guard for the
Sun Devils, he averaged three
points per game in about eight

MEN’S BASKETBALL

A healthy SJSU could win
DAVID ZUGNONI
Senior Staff Writer

The SJSU men’s basketball
team will try to keep its season
alive on Thursday in the first
round of the Western Athletic
Conference Tournament in what
will essentiallyy be a home game
for Nevada, who will host the
tournament in Reno.
ans finished
The Spartans
their season 13-16 overall and 6-10 in
the WAC to
evclaim the seventh seed in the
tournament,
oach
but head coach
man
George Nessman
said his team has
been playingg
at about 75
percent of
its potential
because of “an
inordinate andd unusual
set of injuries.”
“Certainly no team in the
ed anything near
WAC has faced
e,” Nessman said.
what we have,”
“No one’s evenn been close.”
ns will have their
The Spartans
lable for the tourfull roster available
nament, but their leading scorer
Adrian Oliver (17.4 points per
game) is still battling a nagging
ankle injury.
“He’s getting closer to 100
percent, but he’s not going to
be at 100 this season,” Nessman
said. “He’s faced too many physical ailments.”
Nevada (19-11, 11-5 WAC)
won both of its games against
SJSU this season, but has not
faced a healthy Adrian Oliver. He
sat out one of those games and
had a dismal three-point, 1-11
performance in the other while
playing with the flu.
Sophomore guard Justin Graham said that while Nevada came

away with victories, even without a healthy Oliver, the Spartans dominated the Wolf Pack at
times during both games.
“We just want to come out
and play like that the whole
game,” Graham said. “They can
put up some points, but we can
definitely beat them.”

Nessman
said he wants to keep the game
at a moderate pace against a Nevada team that likes to run.
“One thing we can’t do is play
a game up around 90 points,” he
said. “When the game gets to a
hectic pace, that’s really to Nevada’s advantage. They’re 13-2
when they’ve scored 70 points
or more, and they’re 4-9 when
they haven’t.”
The team watched film on
Monday and will practice today before traveling to Reno
on Wednesday.
Senior forward DeVonte
Thomas said the Spartans are
taking it one game at a time.
“It’s really like preparing for

any other game,” he said, “but
the thing is, if you don’t win, you
go home. It drives you to be more
mentally prepared for the game
and more physically prepared
for the game. For seniors like me,
this is it.”
The Wolf Pack are led by AllAmerican Luke Babbit, who averages 16.4 poin
points per game and
scored 13 and 19 points in two
meetings with SJSU.
S
The 6-foot9 forward is al
also a force on the
leadin the team with
boards, leading
rebound a game.
7.5 rebounds
SJSU forward
C Webster had
C.J.
b scoring games
big
a
against
Nevada,
w
with
22 and 15
po
points.
Webster, at
6-f
6-foot-9,
and center Chris Oakes, at
6-fo
6-foot-10,
will be respon
sponsible
for keeping
Babb in check.
Babbit
The Spartans head
tour
into the tournament
as the
highest-scoring SJSU team
since 1997, averaging 67.4
gam
points per game.
th team’s secondWebster is the
leading scorer with 12 points a
forw
game, and forward
Tim Pierce
is right behind him with 11.9.
Pierce is the leading 3-point
shooter in SJSU basketball history with 152 career 3-pointers, averaging 1.5 per game this
season.
Graham averaged 8.5 points
and 4.8 assists per game in the regular season and set an SJSU singleseason record with 50 steals.
SJSU and Nevada are tied
against each other all time, 3030, and have never met in the
postseason.
The WAC Tournament final
will be played on Saturday at
7 p.m. The tournament champion will receive an automatic
bid to the 65-team NCAA
Tournament.

minutes per game.
“Before my dad had passed
away, Arizona had a real good
relationship with my father and
everything, so I felt like it was loyalty just going there,” Pierce said.
“The coaching staff was real cool,
things were working out — they
were doing their jobs, staying in
contact and that was the decision
I made.”
Pierce said he enjoyed playing
for Arizona State but decided after his first year to make the move
back to California and play for
SJSU under head coach George
Nessman.
“It just didn’t work out,”
Pierce said. “Everything was
cool. Sometimes you go to a
school and you may like it, but it
just may not be working out, so
you just want to leave and come
back home.”
Nessman said Pierce came to
SJSU three years ago a lot rougher
around the edges. He said Pierce
has matured a lot, become a better teammate, a serious student
and has changed his priorities.
“I was off the wall when I first
got here,” Pierce said. “I would
come to practice 20 minutes late
and stuff like that. He brought
me in and sat me down and said
if I wanted to be the best player I
could be and make it to where I
wanted to make it, I have to start
being mature and be the player
everyone knows I can be and
stop messing around.”
In Pierce’s first season as a
Spartan, he started in fewer than
half of the games he played and
averaged 8.3 points per game,
while shooting 34.3 percent from
the field.
“My first year, (Coach) sat me
down some games my first season, and made me really think
about things,” Pierce said. “That
helped me a lot in my game to
produce for the team in my junior and senior year.”

Since his first season as a Spartan, Pierce has started in all but
two of the games he played. His
field goal percentage and points
per game have also improved
each year. This year, he has made
39.5 percent of his shots and averaged 11.9 points per game.
Pierce said the team at SJSU
is like family, that they’re all like
brothers and while they sometimes feud, at the end of the day
they come together.
“He’s like a big brother type,
he’s influenced me through
basketball,” Olivier said. “He
showed me the ropes and how to
play basketball.”
Pierce has started 65 games at
SJSU. In 48 of those, he reached
double-digit points. He currently
holds the all-time SJSU record
in 3-pointers made with 152.
Michael Quinney held
he previous record of
the
123.

CARTY SEWILL / Spartan Daily

“Tim is a good scorer. He has
become a good defender,” Nessman said. “When he first got
here he wasn’t a good defender.
He’s really looked hard at that element of his game. He’s got good
length and he can guard post

players and primitive players, so
he’s real valuable in that sense.”
Thursday, the Spartans’ game
against Nevada in the Western
Athletic Conference Tournament in Reno may be Pierce’s final game with SJSU Spartan.
“We can’t dwell on the past to
get ready for the WAC tournament,” Pierce said. “We can just
come out and compete with energy and passion and with that
we can compete with anyone in
the WAC.”
After the tournament, Pierce
said he has many goals. He said
just graduating will be an achievement of one of his goals. He said
he wants to play basketball professionally somewhere and keep
his career going.
If Pierce could play for any
NBA team, he said it would
be his hometown team
— the Golden State
Warriors.
“It would be
great to play in my
hometown,
be
loyal to my soil,”
Pierce said.
Nessman thinks
Pierce is going to
be able to play professionally, perhaps
overseas.
“I think there
will be a further opportunity for him
to grow and expand
his horizons and I
want him to take
advantage of his deN
gree.” Nessman
said.
sai he will miss his jokOlivier said
ing, leadership and the good vibe
he puts out in the locker room.
“I’ve learned from Tim that
you can never give up on life.
There are many obstacles in life,
obstacles that you have to overcome and when you overcome
them, you can achieve anything,” Olivier said.
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COMMENTARY

JOEY AKELEY

Beyond the Game
“To Drew, for the winnn…”
“Gooooood! He did it! Bryce
Drew!”
That famous call, by Ted
Robinson 11 years ago, still gives
me goose bumps.
It was Valparaiso, the underdog from a small Indiana city,

stunning the heavily favored
Mississippi Rebels in the first
round, 70-69, on a miracle shot
by Drew.
He is just one of the many heroes that made their mark during
March Madness.
This Sunday, the tournament
field will be selected, and millions
of people will fill out their brackets and try to predict the unpredictable NCAA Tournament.
The tournament, which starts
on March 19, consists of 65 teams,
with an initial play-in game to reduce it to 64.
From there, one team will win
six consecutive games and stand
alone as the champion.

Nearly every team, despite
how bad their regular season
was, has a chance to make it to
the NCAA Tournament. All they
need to do is win their conference tournament.
So, SJSU students, to win
the Western Athletic Conference Tournament, the Spartan
men need to win three games in
a row, and the Spartan women
need to win four in row. That’s
all it takes.
In 1996, it was SJSU Hall of
Famer Olivier Saint-Jean, now
known as Tariq Abdul-Wahad,
who led the Spartans on an improbable run to win the Big West
Conference Tournament.

Despite having a losing record, SJSU had their shot to
play top-seeded Kentucky in
the NCAA Tournament. In that
game, there was no madness, as
the Wildcats handled the Spartans 110-72.
Still, the upsets will always be
there. Just last year, it was Davidson, a small university in North
Carolina, that stunned the college basketball world. Led by
star guard Stephen Curry, the
Wildcats upset seventh-seeded
Gonzaga in the first round, second-seeded Georgetown in the
second round and then knocked
off the third-seeded Wisconsin
in the third round.

In the fourth round against
top-seeded Kansas, Davidson
point guard Jason Richards’ potential game-winning 3-point
attempt never hit rim, and the
eventual NCAA champion Jayhawks ended the Wildcats’ improbable run.
I’m no bracketologist, but I
had Davidson winning the first
and second rounds of the tournament. For one week, my peers
thought I was a bracket genius.
That’s what makes the tournament so fun. You just never know
what is going to happen.
Maybe this year, a No. 16-seed
will defeat a top-seed for the first
time in the men’s tournament.

Spartans need glass slipper to fit at tournament
DAVID ZUGNONI
Senior Staff Writer

Do you be-lieve in magic?
Natalie White
does.
nt
“Tournament
g, and
time is coming,
an be a
sometimes it can
id Whi
Cinderella story,”” said
White,
the leading scorer for the SJSU
women’s basketball team. “You’ve
got a team that’s not winning,
and then you get to the tournament, and magic happens.”
If SJSU wins four straight
games to claim the Western Athletic Conference Tournament
championship, it will indeed be
magic.
The ninth-seeded Spartans
(2-27, 1-15 WAC) begin the
WAC Tournament in Reno today in a play-in game against the
eighth-seeded Hawaii Rainbow
Wahine (7-22, 4-12 WAC), with
the winner set to play the firstplace Fresno State Bulldogs (218, 12-4 WAC) on Wednesday.
“Of course it’s not the greatest
position to be in, as far as having

“They have fast guards, but I
think it’s their bigs that are going to be hard to guard,” Sumler
said.
In the loss at Hawaii, the
Spartans allowed 6-foot-1 Dita
Liepkalne and 6-foot Tara Hittle
to score 15 and 12 points, respectively. But at home on Jan. 10, the
Spartans held the tandem to just
18 points combined in a 54-50
victory for their only conference
win this season.
If the Spartans pull out a win
today, junior forward Shaunna
Ridge may need to have a big defensive game to stop Hawaii from
scoring inside. The 6-footer is
SJSU’s best inside defender, leading the team with 6.3 rebounds
and 1.8 blocks per game.
The Spartans have won their
opening WAC Tournament
games the past two seasons, both
in the play-in game, but have not
advanced past the quarterfinals
since 2005.
The tournament championship game is scheduled for Saturday at 1 p.m. The winner of
the tournament will receive an
automatic bid to the 65-team
NCAA Tournament.

Senior guard Natalie White
STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily
sets up to shoot a 3-pointer at the Event Center on Nov. 23,
2008, against Seattle University. White will play in what
could be her last game as a Spartan today in Reno against
Nevada in the Western Athletic Conference Tournament
play-in game.

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
STUDENT WORK (NEAR
SJSU) As featured in the Wall
Street Journal in August 2008.
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/ service
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Internships possible
*Some conditions apply
*All majors may apply
CALL FOR INTERVIEW
(408) 866-1100
(650) 940-9400
(510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. www.
GetPaidToThink.com

SERVICES

FOR RENT

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove
Virus Rental Trade Laptop &
Parts (408)469-5999

STUDIO
SUITES
FROM
$975 Tranquil complex at 3rd/
Jackson-Japan Town. Walk to
7 Bamboo Lounge & light rail.
Newly renovated, designer
paint, all new ceramic tile in
kitchen/ bath, mirrored closet
doors. Call 408.509.1750 or
408.354.8910
2BR SUITE From $1250 - 1040
N.4th St. Newly renovated, 3
blocks to lt. rail. For more info.
contact Zane 408.509.1750 or
408.354-8910

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20
spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.

Coming SOON!

• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

SpartanSpace
Free space dedicated
for students to advertise
products, services, and
rooms/apts for rent.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

Joey Akeley is a Spartan Daily
multimedia editor. “Beyond the
Game” appears every other
Tuesday.

Could it be White’s
last game at SJSU?

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

to play the play-in game to get
into the tournament,” White
s
said.
“But those are the
cards we’ve been dealt,
and we’re going to deal
with them and see if we
can get a win.”
SJSU and Hawaii split
their two regular season meetings, with each team winning
on its home court, but for SJSU
h d coach Pam DeCosta, it’s
head
zero-zero.
“It doesn’t matter what we’ve
done against Hawaii in the past,”
she said. “It’s a game that we have
to prepare for like it’s our first
game against them.”
DeCosta said the Spartans
have been preparing for Hawaii
for two weeks, running the Rainbow Wahine’s main offense in
practice.
“We know we can score,” said
sophomore guard Sayja Sumler, who scored a career-high
17 points in a loss at Hawaii on
Feb. 6. “We need to stop people.
That’s our goal.”
Sumler said defense has been
the team’s focus in recent practices in anticipation for the tall
scoring forwards of Hawaii.

Who knows, maybe SJSU will be
that team. Maybe the Spartans’
leading scorer Adrian Oliver will
be the next Curry.
Whether you know nothing
about college basketball or you
are a bracketologist, fill out a
bracket. You could pick the upset of the century, and if you get
everything right on certain Web
sites, you could win thousands of
dollars in cash.

Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these
further contacts, they should require complete information before
sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons
for discount vacations or merchandise.

Unless the Spartans win the
Western Athletic Conference
Tournament, the college career
of senior Natalie White will come
to an end this week in Reno.
White, from Dubuque, Iowa,
led the Spartans in scoring the
last two seasons and has made
her mark on the SJSU all-time record books in four years as an integral part of the SJSU women’s
basketball team.
She needs two points to jump
to sixth on the school’s all-time
scoring list, averaging 10.5 points
per game for her career and 10.4
this season. She leads the team in
minutes with 32.4 per game.
Going into today’s game,
White has played in 117 games
as a Spartan.
“There’s been a lot of ups, a lot
of downs,” she said. “But when I
walk away from here, I’ll be satisfied, as far as getting an education, graduating this spring and
being able to individually accomplish some things. As far as the
team’s success, that will come.
I look at it as being able to start
something new. Next year, they
have a chance to be a very good
team, and I would like to think
that I had contributed to that.”
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JULIANNE SHAPIRO

Staff Writer
I have seen my parents once in
the last six years. They never paid
for my rent, bought me a car or
held my hand as my three guinea
pigs passed away, one by one.
I sat by my computer last Sunday night to fill out my FAFSA
information for the fall semester,
and I noticed, for the first time in
the last six years, it didn’t require
my parents’ income information.
After six years of supporting
myself, 3,000 miles away from
my hometown in Connecticut,
the government has officially
acknowledged my existence as
an adult.

Outside of stressing about
possible wrinkles at age 23 (going on 24) and an occasional
heart palpitation when I have
one too many energy drinks, I
felt something that was relatively
foreign to me — the feeling of
getting old.
Now that I am graduating in
the fall with a Bachelor of Science
degree, I no longer need financial
aid until, and if, I decide to attend graduate school. Thanks a
lot, federal government.
But what about all of the independent students who support themselves who are under
the age of 24? Many, such as
myself, may feel that working is
their only option, thus prolonging graduation. At one point in
my life, I was working seven days
a week trying to take night classes at San Jose City College so I
could transfer to San Jose State
University.
The Department of Education
Web site states it uses strict criteria to determine dependency. It
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Yes, I Have a Point
Daylight-saving time can go
to hell.
You hear that, daylight-saving time? You can go directly to
hell. Do not pass go. Do not collect $200. Hell. Go.
It’s because of daylightsaving time that my eyes have
some extra burn in them as
I stare at the fluorescence of
my monitor through my eyes,
even more sleep deprived than
usual eyes.
It all started as a joke by Benjamin Franklin, according to a
Report for Congress by Mark
Gurevitz. One night, someone forgot to close the shutters. Around 6 a.m., six hours
before his usual noon rising,

JOHN HORNBERG

Letters to the editor may be placed in
the letters to the editor box in the Spartan
Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282,
e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.
edu or mailed to the Spartan Daily
Opinion Editor, School of Journalism and
Mass Communications, San Jose State
University, One Washington Square,
San Jose, CA 95112-0149.
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author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. Letters become
property of the Spartan Daily and may
be edited for clarity, grammar, libel and
length. Only letters of 300 words or less
will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism
and Mass Communications or SJSU.
The Spartan Daily is a public forum.

If the federal
government wants
to help the next
generation of young
professionals, it
must consider the
hardships of those
young adults who
struggle to make
ends meet because
of difficult family
situations.
It also means that the people
sitting inside the FAFSA office aren’t going to want to read
a stack of pity letters, deciding
who has had the most traumatiz-

ing upbringing and who deserves
to qualify as an independent over
the next person.
By the age of 21, students are
allowed, without the guidance of
parents, to legally drink, smoke
cigarettes, join the military and
vote.
If students who are under the
age of 24 can also support themselves by paying for their own
food and shelter, they should
also be considered as independent adults when they register to
qualify for federal assistance for
higher education.
Students who face these circumstances should not be penalized for being responsible and
arguably more mature than a 24year-old.
After all, it may help prevent
some of those wrinkles, but for
others, it’s just too late.
Julianne Shapiro is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

crank the clock forward and
force the peasants out into the
beautiful summer sunshine. His
golf game, which he lamented
was ended early by dusk, could
go on longer were he afforded
an extra hour of daylight.

Instead of toggling
back and forth from
now until the end of
time, why not just
cycle the time back
and back, gaining
an hour every two
seasons?
I could give two damns
about the old dead bastard’s golf
game — I’ve been sleepwalking
for the last two days because he
couldn’t get it through his thick
skull that old Frankie was kidding when he wrote his article.
Note: While Willie did get
the wheels going with his proposition in 1907, he never lived
to see his plan enacted, and so

my anger isn’t completely directed toward him.
I direct dissenters of my
view to look to Hawaii. They
know what’s up. Not only have
they gotten over the fact that
gun-blazing American troops
overthrew their tiki-spear army,
they have figured out how to
exploit the idiot tourists of the
mainland, even managing to
sell snow globes alongside surf
lessons.
Further, they have the most
consistent weather, water you
can skinny dip into any time of
the year without fear of hypothermia and what seems like a
pretty laid-back culture.
And no daylight-saving time.
Smart people, them.
There are a few upsides. If
you happen to be a farmer, the
extra daylight is on your side,
and of course, there’s the luxury
of gaining an hour back after
this whole mess is done.
If you’re a farmer in this day
and age, though, daylight is the
least of your problems.
And right now, male suicide
rates are probably going up.

According to a Web site called
Wiley Interscience, the jolt in
schedule brought on by the
robbery of an hour is enough
to raise the suicide rates of men.
Women, apparently, are more
adaptable.
I’m OK with the other direction — the one in which I gain
an extra hour of slumber. I’m
sleep deprived enough without
this daylight-saving hogwash.
Lots of people have expressed that they’d like to abolish the time change, but I have
a better solution. Instead of
toggling back and forth from
now until the end of time, why
not just cycle the time back and
back, gaining an hour every two
seasons?
We’d all be well-rested, and
besides, at one point, it would
be 9 a.m. when it’s actually
noon. And that would be cool.
Angelo Lanham is a Spartan
Daily copy editor. “Yes, I
Have a Point” appears every
Tuesday.

Goose cam: A ridiculously boring waste of time
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light spilled in and Franklin,
prematurely awakened, was astonished to learn that sunlight
existed at such an hour.
Then, he jokingly suggested
firing canons in town squares to
“wake the sluggards.”
Maybe I’d be more OK with
it if we had some canons blazing, but some people don’t
know how to take a joke. Imagine my surprise when I found
out a guy named Will is responsible for my misery.
According to a Web site
called Seize the Daylight (a tiein to David Prerau’s book of the
same name, which seems to be
mixed up in its optimism about
losing sleep), William Willett
rose and shone early one day in
1905 for his morning horseback
ride when he lamented to himself how many people squander
the daylight.
Keep in mind that Franklin woke up at noon. In 1784,
they knew better than to wake
up at the crack of dawn to ride
a horse.
How nice it would be, Willett
thought, if we could arbitrarily
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the expected family contribution
of $6,000 listed in a FAFSA student aid report is accurate.
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reads: “Many students feel that
they should be able to declare
independent status because they
live on their own, file their own
taxes or receive no support from
their parents. Unfortunately, the
Department of Education is extremely strict with regard to determining dependency status.”
For many young adults, a
simple “unfortunately” is not
enough to justify their individual
situations and hardships. The
Web site reads that if a student
has special or “unusual extenuating circumstances,” they may
ask for a “dependency override,”
which, it warns, is rarely granted.
If the federal government
wants to help the next generation of young professionals, it
must consider the hardships of
those young adults who struggle
to make ends meet because of
difficult family situations. Just
because mom or dad makes a
respectable living with an adjusted gross income of more than
$40,000 a year, it doesn’t mean

Executive Editor
People can do all sorts of
things with a Webcam, but almost none of it is productive or
useful.
It sounds like a great idea. A
person in Brazil can see a slice of
life from a Swedish dance club.
What’s not to like?
A lot, especially with the way
people in our own backyard,
who should know better, use the
technology.
Case in point – Goose cam.
The Contra Costa Times has

started to broadcast a Canada
goose that has made its nest on
the roof of the newspaper’s building. People can tune in to watch a
goose turn its eggs to keep them
warm, add pine needles to the
nest and, if viewers are lucky, to
catch a glimpse of just the eggs.
But most of the time, it’s just
the goose sitting. And remember, as the disclaimer warns, the
goose isn’t visible at night.
Day in and day out, the goose
sits on its nest. And like a group
of voyeurs, 30 to 40 people sit in
front of their computers watching a goose on its nest.
I would be hard-pressed to
think of a bigger waste of time. It
may be all in good fun, and the
pay off for many may come when
the eggs finally do hatch, but isn’t
there a better way to kill time?
The reality is, it’s a goose doing what comes to it by instinct.
The Times is using its position
of authority to tell us there isn’t

DID YOU KNOW...

Laika, a dog, was the first animal to orbit
the Earth? The animal was launched into
space aboard the Soviet’s Sputnik 2 in
November of 1957.
— BBC Online

anything better to do with a live
video feed than to broadcast a
bird warming its eggs.
There are other organizations
shooting live video of birds –
the city of San Jose filming the
peregrine falcons on City Hall
comes to mind. But this instance
is for research through UC Santa
Cruz. The Contra Costa Times
isn’t filming a Canada goose for
anything more than the amusement of a few people with too
much free time on their hands.
But as ludicrous as watching
a goose on its nest may be, there
is one quality to it that can’t possibly be replicated by the entertainment people watch. It brings
with it a quality of actual life, and
the serenity that goes with it.
So much of entertainment has
trained us to think that the lives
of other people are filled with
constant excitement. Television
tells us that doctors are always
faced with medical cases involving people who have diseases
that no one but they have ever
heard about. The lawyer is always
arguing the case of his career and
involved in a sultry love affair on
the side.
This just isn’t the case with
real life.
Like another, now deceased,
Web camera project – Adam’s
Block – which trained two cameras on one of San Francisco’s
more crime-ridden blocks in
the Tenderloin district, people

CARTY SEWILL/Spartan Daily

see life for what it actually is. By
showing what really happened
on a city block without ever being edited, it offered a social
commentary of life.
About a decade ago, there
was a movie called “EDtv.” In it,
a camera crew followed this guy
named Ed around, filming his
life’s trials and tribulations.
The enduring image from the
movie for me was Ed driving on a
Zamboni at a Sharks game.
Mix in a funeral and a whole
lot of love and intrigue, and you
have a sequence of days that
would be the most memorable
for anyone.And we are told that
these are supposed to be normal
for Ed.
And it sends the wrong mes-

sage. Life almost never moves
faster than a walking pace.
Reality television has conditioned people to think that
life moves a mile a minute for
everyone, that there is drama at
all turns.
People are stabbing others
in the back, arguing constantly,
and voting each other out off the
island.
But the goose is reality television at its finest – boring and dull
with no more than a few seconds
of excitement each day.

John Hornberg is the Spartan
Daily executive editor.

8 A&E
PAGE

TUESDAY,, MARCH 10,, 2009

THEATER REVIEW: ‘SECRET ON THE WINGS’

The secret’s out: Theatre will do anything for a smile
SAMANTHA RIVERA
Staff Writer

Incest and cannibalism are
not usually what fairy tales are
made of.
But in the case of the play,
“The Secret in the Wings,” which
opened in the University Theatre last Friday, they are.
Opening with cast members
sashaying and running to and fro
on the stage with energetic music blasting in the background,
the play transports the audience

to a land far, far away. Each of the
six fairy tales featured in the play
have a dark theme and a story
of struggle.
With only 10 cast members,
the pace was fast and the audience witnessed the actors adopt
multiple roles. Monique Warren, a senior theatre arts major,
played different roles in the various fairy tales. She was a prospective bride for a prince in one
and a son in another. There were
no gender-specific roles in this
play because some males portrayed females and vice versa.

Warren said she feared that
the audience could be confused
by the fact that much of the
play consists of improvisation,
but was happy with the audience’s energetic feedback during
the play.
“Everything we did, we did
improv,” Warren said. “Every
rehearsal we had a different
improv.”
In fact, the play’s program
informs people that there will
be a different improvised part
of the play each night. There
will never be two shows that

Clair Hein, a freshman, introduces another suitor for the unsmiling
MICHELLE TERRIS / Spartan Daily
princess while Christiana Rodriguez, a radio, television and film major,
holds the head of a failed suitor.

Dream to reality: SJSU student
acts as the face of Cinequest
DOMINIQUE DUMADAUG
Staff Writer

It took five hours in a production room at SJSU to transform the visage of Mette Marie
Balizan.
A picture of her with a serious face holding her own smiling face graced the thousands of
Cinequest posters and fliers that
covered Downtown San Jose and
the campus.
“Just the other day, I was in
the Camera 12 theaters downtown and just looking around
with all of the posters with my
faces on them,” Balizan said. “It
just felt like yesterday I was in the
production room on campus in
October doing the photo shoot.”
The junior communication studies and Spanish double major said she has always
had dreams of being in big
productions.
“I always thought it was a really difficult dream to achieve,”
Balizan said. “So I always continued with my education and just
hoped that if it was meant to happen, that something extraordinary would happen, and it did.”
Laura Long, a lecturer of acting and script analysis for the
department of television, radio, film and theatre, said she
couldn’t have thought of a more
perfect person to be the “face
of Cinequest.”
“She is a dream to work with,”
Long said. “So when Cinequest
was looking for actresses, I submitted her name to them for
an audition. She, of course, got
the part.”
Being the face of Cinequest
has its perks.
“I got to model with my
younger sister and two other
girls,” Balizan said. “We got to
wear Vivienne Tam dresses because she designed a really small

Twenty-year-old Mette Marie Balizan.
computer called the clutch.
We modeled the clutch on the
red carpet on opening night
and then we went to one of the
after parties.”
Despite all of the fun, she said
her best memory as the face of
Cinequest is something more
humbling.
“Just all of the people I have
met,” Balizan said. “I really like
seeing the love that people have
in their hearts for the film festival. Some people are just so enthusiastic about it; they live for
this every year. I am really lucky
to have been a part of it.”
Balizan remains positive
about her future in film and the-
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ater because of her experience of
working with Cinequest.
“I really see it as a really big
door that was opened for me,”
Balizan said. “I don’t know why
or how it happened, but I know
I’m super blessed to have had
that opportunity. I’m just hoping
that somehow I’ll meet people
and network, and it’ll lead me to
other places.”
Barnaby Dallas, director of
productions for film and theatre,
said he is confident about Balizan’s abilities as an actress.
“Mette is an outstanding
student,” he said. “She is talented, yet humble, and will go
very far.”

are exactly alike.
Warren and Sara Luna, a senior theatre arts major who also
played multiple roles in the performance, were two of the cast
members who had singing solos, bringing a musical aspect to
the play.
Luna said she feels that the
play reflects humanity and all of
its flaws.
“Sometimes dreams aren’t
what we expect them to be.
Sometimes our dreams in life
turn out a different way,” Luna
said. “If you look at the historical aspect of fairy tales over all of
Europe and Asia, it’s common to
find a missing parent or there’s a
female who’s abandoned and it’s
about the journey.”
There was tragedy in just
about every one of the fairy tales,
proving Luna’s point that things
often go awry in real-world fairy
tales. But, not every fairy tale
brought about a somber audience response.
In one of the tales, three prospective suitors are in a contest
to amuse the princess who won’t
smile or laugh, and whoever
achieves the impossible task
of amusing her will marry her.
Luna, playing the princess, had
the audience hysterically laughing at her quick quips as she rejected most of her suitors.
“It’s not the fairy tale that we
are all used to. Every story has a
meaning to it. It’s about incest,
people dying and taking their
lovers to the grave with them.
They’re different stories. It’s not
traditional, and it’s further and
deeper than that,” Warren said.
Brandon Roos, an English
and theatre arts double major who played a suitor, said he
hopes that people will take a
chance on the play and watch it.
“It’s not your typical ‘Death

MICHELLE TERRIS / Spartan Daily
Shane Rhoades, a senior radio,
television and film major, plays a dad whose only wish is to
see his daughter, Sarah Luna, a senior theatre major, smile.

of a Salesman’ or anything like
that, but people have been responding to it well,” he said. “So,
I guess for people to get that
emotional reaction and experience from theatre, hopefully this
show meets people in that kind
of way.”
Roos said the cast members
had a lot of creative control for
this play.
Ashley Sonia, a freshman theatre arts major, saw the play on
its opening night and thought it
was unique and quirky.
“It definitely was not what I

expected, but it was a really nice
take on a fairy tale,” Sonia said.
The themes in the play are
going to be something that will
leave her thinking, Sonia said.
I strongly recommend people to watch “The Secret in the
Wings” because it will not only
provide food for thought, but
also laughter.
Important to note is that this
play is not for children because
of the dark themes.
“The Secret in the Wings” is
playing at 7 p.m. in the University Theatre until Saturday.

